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Fairport, N.Y. —

Fairport receives $134K grant for Erie Canal improvements

By Bethany Young, staff writer
Messenger Post
Posted Jun 04, 2012 @ 12:40 PM

Fairport will see upgrades to the Erie Canal waterfront as the village joins with
funding partners to improve the look and accessibility of its south bank.

The Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council announced last Friday, June 1 that the
Fairport Industrial Development Agency was given a $134,238 grant as part of the state’s efforts to
stimulate economic development.

By improving the canal environment, New York State Canal Corporation Director Brian Stratton said
this will help strengthen local businesses by drawing more consumers to the village.

Stratton said this kind of economic side-effect is one of the canal’s greatest assets.

“The Erie Canal System is an economic engine,” said Stratton.

The new funding will be used for the Canalside Promenade on the south bank, which will see new
benches, lights, bike racks, brick pavers, landscaping and improved pedestrian access.  

Additionally, new docks will be constructed east of the Parker Street Bridge with the assistance of a
$584,000 grant from the Department of State.

The work will take place from the lift bridge over the Erie Canal at Main Street, eastward to the Park
Street Bridge, and continue toward Church Street.

Local officials say they hope this project will increase the capacity to entertain thousands of visitors
during the annual Fairport Canal Days and other events, which will help grow local businesses and spur job creation.

Fairport Mayor Fritz May said the new upgrades will give the “tired area” a much needed facelift for boaters and other visitors, as well
as those who walk the canal for enjoyment.

“It’s been an area that’s pulled people to the center of our village,” he said.
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