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Those Erie Canal Moments
By Pat Piper
Published: October/November 2012

America's great canal system offers an inspiring history, friendly locals, a string of
charming towns, and vast vistas that will make you want to stop, slow down, and
in some cases, duck.

"Can you imagine how audacious this idea must have seemed?" says Peter
Welsby, gazing at the rock walls on either side of us, that, two centuries ago,
were dynamited to build the Erie Canal. Welsby is at the helm of Stasia Louise,
the DeFever 44 trawler owned by friends Tom and Paula Blanchard. We've just
crossed the Genesee River south of Rochester, New York, chugging west toward
Buffalo, musing about what it must have been like, in 1808, when New York City
Mayor Dewitt Clinton first suggested a canal. "It was just forest and Indians out
here," says Welsby, "and the mayor was saying, 'Sure, we can do this.' When you
look at the political climate now, could we even accomplish something like this
today?"

Welsby, a member of the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor Commission,
and Tom Blanchard, chairman of the Erie Canal Heritage Fund, are among a
group of professionals donating their expertise to ensure that the history behind
the building of this monumental 363-mile canal isn't forgotten in this ramped-up,
need-it-now world. In 1808, Mayor Clinton looked past every naysayer a common
occurrence when you've got that job and announced he wanted to build a
waterway from Buffalo on Lake Erie, to the Hudson River. Clinton knew what he
was in for, and soon newspapers had stories about "this dumb idea," calling it
"Clinton's Folly" while offering lyrical comments such as: "In the big ditch will be
buried the treasury of the state, to be watered by the tears of posterity."
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A big wave from a young Erie Canal fan near Sweden, NY.
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Today's Boating Stories

Suspected Immigrant Boat Crashes In California
Boat crashed onto a beach in San Clemente.

Putting Boats On Ships Becomes More Popular
More owners of luxury yachts and smaller craft alike,
are opting to meet their boats at their destination.

Actor Says Schooner Saved Men At Sea
Billy Campbell's schooner rescues three sailors on its
maiden voyage.

Russell Crowe Unrecognized by CG Rescuers
Found on Long Island Sound 10 Miles from launch.

Message in Bottle Found After 98 Years
Postcard promises six pence to the finder.

More Sports Stadiums Cater to Boatgaters
New spin on "Pre-Game Party".

Digging Deeper as the Mississippi River Shrinks
More than a dozen ACE dredging vessels working.

Low Water Levels at the Lorain Port Authority
Close Boat Ramp
Boats and trailers could be damaged (Video).

Driver Causes $10K Damage, Crashing Truck Into
Boat
A wild truck ride ended with the vehicle landing on
top of the boat.

Mussels May Result In Higher Fees For CA
Boaters
State lawmakers are considering doubling boat
registration fees to pay for the fight.

Author's Gun-Running Boat To Be Restored
Irish author and sailor Erskine Childers boat, the
Asgard will take 5 years to regain its former glory.

Armed Patrols To Be On Alert For RNC In Tampa
Because of its waterfront location the Republican
National Convention will have added boat security.

Boat Businesses Suffer As Drought Continues
The biggest drought in 56 years is being particularly
hard on several states in the middle of the country.

Explorers Find 70 Year Old Sunken U-Boat
The World War II submarine was sunk off Nantucket.

Woman Rowing Around Lake Michigan Assaulted
Jenn Gibbins is rowing around the lake to raise
money for breast cancer.

Pirate-Busting Boat Made Of Carbon Nanotubes
57-foot boat designed to escort cargo ships through
pirate-infested waters weighs less than 18,000lbs.

Fishing Family Devastated With Sinking Boat
A Washington family are struggling to cope with the
sinking of their boat and Lou Gehrig's disease.

Boat Church Sets Sail Across Lake
Virginia churchgoers attend by boat and jetski where
the pastor preaches from floating chapel.

U.S. Military Is Investigating Boat Incident In

The Erie Canal
Remnants of Hurricane Irene and Tropical
Storm Lee damaged a number of eastern Erie
Canal locks last September, but the New York
Canal System made quick repairs to reopen
the system for two weeks to allow commercial
and recreational boats to reach their
destinations.

363 miles long from Buffalo, New York, to
Albany with 34 locks.

The original canal had 83 locks to
accommodate the 564-foot difference between
Buffalo and Albany. In 1836, work began to
increase the depth from four feet to seven feet.

Laborers were paid $8-$12/month. Those
working on the removal of rock were paid
more.

The canal is open from May 15 to November
15. www.nyscanals.gov

A seasonal pass for a boat 16-25 feet is $50,
26-39 feet is $75. Over 39 feet, it's $100.
www.canals.ny.gov/boating/tolls.html

How To Negotiate A Lock
Contact lockkeeper on Channel 13, identify
your distance, direction, vessel name. Wait for

Like 9 people like this. Be the first of your friends.
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Photo: Erie Canal Discovery Center
The locks at Lockport, New York, shown in a 1905 postcard.

For nine years Clinton made his case, trying to convince folks that New York City
could become an importer and exporter of goods from America's interior, using a
canal. But there was a formidable challenge the "Dumb Idea Club" seized upon:
Buffalo happened to be 564 feet higher than Albany. "How would you handle that
one?" they carped. Add to this, Thomas Jefferson turned Clinton down as well,
telling him to come back in 100 years. The state of New York was on its own.
Mayor Clinton eventually became Governor Clinton, and guess what happened
next.

On July 4, 1817, shovels went to
work in Rome, New York, with one
group facing west and the other
group facing east. Eight years later,
they completed a canal that was 40
feet across and four feet deep.
Clinton made it a point to ride the
new waterway to Buffalo, scoop two
casks of water from Lake Erie, and
carry it back to New York Harbor
where he poured Lake Erie into the
Hudson River. But the naysayers
wouldn't let it go, saying the $7
million cost to build what they were
now calling "Clinton's Ditch" was
money down the drain. Well, just a
few years later, the Erie Canal had
paid for itself through the use of tolls.
Whereas travel by horse-drawn
wagon had once cost $100/ton and
taken two weeks on the road, travel
through the canal now cost $10/ton and could be completed in three-and-a-half
days.

A Bridge To Understanding
Peter looks ahead, yells, "OK, here we go!" and the tension aboard rises. We're
quickly joined on deck by his wife Trish and the Blanchards as Stasia Louise
approaches another low Erie Canal bridge. Actually, that's redundant; almost
every bridge, save interstate highway bridges, is low. Though the trawler's radar
arch had been lowered for this very reason, we've had some, well, close calls. A
surveyor by trade, Welsby had already studied the clearance charts for the canal,
and maybe more importantly, for this approaching bridge.

Photo: Erie Canal Discovery Center
The locks at Lockport, New York, how they look
today.

green light before entering. Choose your side,
or follow lockkeeper instructions.

With fenders in place, approach, have
crewmembers grab a forward line and stern
line. If needed, a third person can hold a
middle line. Keep a boat hook ready. Use
gloves.

Gates will close. Water will enter or drain the
lock. Continue to hold lines.

Lockkeeper will check your boat for the
necessary pass. Once gates open, wait for
green light, release line, and keep an eye on it
so as not to foul your propeller.

BoatUS Cooperating Marinas
Western Canal : Chadwick Bay Marina,
Dunkirk, NY, 716-366-1774. Overnight docking
discount $0.50/ft. (Reg. $1.10/ft.)

Central Canal : River Edge Mansion B&B,
Pennellville, NY, 315-695-3021. Overnight
docking discount 25%

Eastern Canal : More details at
www.BoatUS.com/servicelocator

 

Saving Our American Canal System
Tracks, like arteries, connect towns that once
played a role in the commerce of the nation,
sometimes buried or forgotten, but still there,
waiting to be revived. In towns across the country,
boaters are doing just that.

For Ed Kirchoff, who leads the 35-member Berlin
Boat Club in Berlin, Wisconsin, the difference is
stark. Without the Eureka lock, you can travel
about three miles down the Fox River, and maybe
a half-mile up. With high water in springtime and
with a small boat, maybe a little farther, but Berlin,
once a stop along the commercially important Fox
and Wisconsin waterway, is pretty much
landlocked. With the Eureka lock functioning,
though, he says, "you could put a boat in at Berlin,
and literally go anyplace in the world." That's
because the Fox River connects to Lake
Winnebago, and Green Bay, and the rest of the
world. It's not the straightest connection, which is
why the Army Corps of Engineers abandoned the
river in the 1950s,after commercial traffic became
nonexistent, but the connection to the world — or
at least the canal to it — led the Berlin Boat Club
to take over the maintenance of the lock shortly
afterward. Members of the club volunteer time to
tend to the grounds and keep the lock working.

Kirchoff's father worked on a major restoration
project in the 1970s, so he has a nostalgic interest
in keeping it running, and emphasizes the
practical aspects of a working canal — it brings
people in, and they spend money. David Barber
says the canal system "gives people a place to go
boating in a slow, depressurized way." Barber,
head of the American Canal Society, would like to
see people taking the slow boat all across the
country. He acknowledges that restoring a canal
can be a tough sell, but can rattle off a list of small
projects underway across the country. The
projects often begin the same way his own
interest in canals started: with a simple hike along
the banks. Clearing the towpath next to the canal
takes a lot of volunteers, but it isn't technical or

http://www.BoatUS.com/servicelocator
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"You sure about this one?" I ask, which, if you want the truth, I've asked as we
closed in on almost every bridge on this trip.

"Well," he says, his eyes fixed on you-knowwhat, "this will prove me right or
wrong."

Let me stop right here and explain something. When Tom invited me to join him
and Paula, and the Welsbys, on their trip along the Erie Canal, I'd no sooner said,
"I'm in," than my words were drowned out by Tom's warning, "You'll have to
expect a few Erie Canal moments." I'm a cynic by nature and figured he was
reading from a card printed out by some ad agency. "No problem!" I'd answered,
"I'm looking forward to it." OK, back to the bridge we're about to hit.

The historian Ed Patton, co-author of the respected Erie Canal history book,
America's Crossroads: Buffalo's Canal Street/Dante Place, The Making of a City,
told me, "There was no reason at all to build a high bridge. For one thing, high
bridges cost more to build. For another reason, the boats only needed three feet
of water and were built low so the mules could pull them." Patton added that, in
the early days, it was common for someone to yell, "LOW BRIDGE!" as a warning
to anyone who might be sitting atop the coach roof escaping the heat during
summer travel. Some things don't change.

We made it under the bridge with 11
inches to spare, according to The
Surveyor, who announced it with
such conviction to everyone onboard
that I decided it wasn't worth arguing
about. The Erie Canal also has 16 lift
bridges, which "lift" the pavement
from street level to allow boats to
pass beneath. But here's a little
known fact: The operator of the lift
bridge in Albion, New York, is also
the operator of a second lift bridge in
Albion, and is also the operator of a
third lift bridge 10 miles away on
Eagle Harbor Road. So, passing
under Ingersoll Street Bridge going
westbound at Albion usually brings a
comment from the operator that he'll "see you at the next bridge," and after going
under the second bridge (Main Street), he'll say, "I'll see you in 20 minutes at
Eagle Harbor." Those with a keen eye can see him dart from the second bridge,
run down the stairs, jump into his car, and drive right by them en route to Eagle
Harbor. On summer weekends, the New York Canal Commission, which operates
the locks and lift bridges, brings in an extra worker to assist with the high amount
of traffic on the water, not the roads.

Fairport, New York, has a lift bridge over Main Street that's in Ripley's Believe It
Or Not because one side is higher than the other. "Nothing's square on that
bridge," Fairport Dockmaster Doug Wendl says, as the bridge "lifts" nine feet to
allow a boat to pass beneath.

One Neighborly Mule
Wendl is a dockmaster and parttime school-bus driver, who is well aware of the
town's history. We talk as he shakes hands with a few bike riders asking where
they can find "Sal," the wooden statue of a mule. Sal is mentioned in the Erie
Canal song as "a good ol' worker and a good ol' pal, 15 miles on the Erie Canal."

Photo: Darren McGee www.iloveny.com
Chris Landers

expensive. If people can access the area, they
may want to do more, and he says the response
comes quickly — he's been a part of canal
projects where it was difficult to move machinery
for all the sightseers coming by to see what was
going on.

Barber has spent time on the canals of England,
and credits history with their preservation. Canals
there remained in use until after World War II, so
their commercial obsolescence coincided with the
post-war boom in leisure time and boating. In the
U.S., railroads overtook the waterways more
quickly, and many canals had fallen into disuse
and disrepair by the time anyone thought to take a
pleasure cruise along them.

The Schuylkill Canal Association oversees a
three-mile section of the Schuylkill Waterway,
including a lock and lock-tender's house, in
southeastern Pennsylvania. The association took
over in the 1980s, when the state was reluctant to
keep it up, and today it's the larger of two usable
sections of a system that once stretched more
than 100 miles. The waters are accessible to
canoes, kayaks, fishing boats, and small
powerboats (as long as the power comes from an
electric motor — no gasoline allowed). The canal
once carried as much as 1.7 million tons of coal to
Philadelphia from the cities to the west.

"It's a great educational program," says Daley.
"With a hands-on demonstration, we're able to
show people how the lock worked, and the
important role the waterway played in the
Industrial Revolution. We're an excellent
recreational facility for boating and fishing." Daley
says the Schuylkill Association has been lucky in
dealing with the local, state, and federal
governments who have a say over the waterway
— the money for the restoration came from a
federal transportation grant, but other would-be
canal restorers often face bureaucratic hurdles.
The Eureka lock in Wisconsin, for example, is
owned by the state. After the federal government
was out of the picture, the boat club managed it
under a 10-year lease, but in 2003, the state
Department of Natural Resources declined to
renew the lease, and the locks again fell into
disuse. In 2009, with the help of the nearby town
of Rushford, the boat club managed to get it back.
It took three years and $300,000 to restore it, but
the locks were open for business again in June.

 

Erie Canal Festivals
Canal Days, Fairport, New York, first weekend
in June : www.fairportcanaldays.com

Tonawanda Canal Fest, New York, held mid-
July : www.canalfest.org

Spencerport Canal Days, late July :
www.spencerportcanaldays.com

Erie Canal Bike Tour, mid-July, 8 days from
Buffalo to Albany :
www.ptny.org/canaltour/index.shtml

 

Locking Through

http://www.iloveny.com/
http://www.fairportcanaldays.com/
http://www.canalfest.org/
http://www.spencerportcanaldays.com/
http://www.ptny.org/canaltour/index.shtml
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Map: www.eriecanalmuseum.org

He points them to the bridge: "Cross the bridge and Sal is waiting for you on the
left under a tree." He turns to me, "One idiom we hear all the time [that] came
from the Erie Canal is 'knowing the ropes.' That began because every canal boat
operator had to know what to do when approaching another boat going in the
opposite direction. Sometimes, one just dropped his lines, let them sink, and the
other boat could float over the submerged tow rope. Other times, they had to get
the ropes around the other boat and attached to the mules again so each could
continue."

He looks to the water and is silent for a moment. "There were so many Erie Canal
doubters back in the 1800s when Clinton was trying to get this built," he says
quietly, watching an eastbound canal boat, the 54-foot Sam Patch tie up on the
other side. These boats are rented for a weekend, or longer, and stop in
waterfront towns for the evening so passengers can sample the local fare. "The
success is outdated now, but you know what? The Empire State is the result of
this. It connected New York City on the Hudson River with cities on the Great
Lakes, and this is what brought people inland, and what made New York City a
major trading port."

Wearing his dockmaster hat, Wendl walks to our 44-foot trawler with a welcome
package and collects the overnight docking fee of $11, and that includes access
to showers, a pumpout station, and electric service. Yeah, I was thinking the
same thing. I even offered to pay.

Right Now And Back Then
You can still see evidence of the "towpaths" or mule trails that Sal's ancestors
used a century ago. Most have become bike paths and, to add one example of
Wendl's reference to "outdated," it's common to see a trail once used by a mule
to pull a boat, now a haven for cyclists, while just beyond it a freight train that
replaced boats carrying goods on the canal clatters by. Farther ahead, in
Tonawanda, New York, the Erie Canal veers from south to west along what is
called the "Tonawanda Cut." From here, it's a straight shot to the Niagara River
and less than 20 miles to Buffalo. Though there are three parks on either side of
the canal today, years ago a "park" meant stopping to wait for the wind to die.

Tom Blanchard guides the Stasia Louise across mirrorlike Erie Canal waters on the way to
Buffalo, New York.

"As soon as a boat with a pair of mules made that turn," Patton recounts,
"everyone checked the winds. Remember, winds travel from west to east, and if
there was a lot of wind, they had to double up the mules to continue west."

There are 34 locks that lower and raise the water level on the canal today. Back
when the canal first opened, there were 83 locks and that 564-foot difference
between Buffalo and the Hudson River required some big thinkers. Patton sees it
this way: "The Erie Canal was America's first engineering school," he says. "Now,

Taking your boat through canals with locks is
easy, once you get the hang of it. Here are the
basics

By Carol & John Lucas

Most of the major rivers and canals of the world
have keepers who operate locks that lift and lower
boats around cascading water levels. But in some
cases, especially in rural and quiet pastoral areas
-- you’re expected to operate the locks yourself.
Don’t worry. They’re fairly easy to operate.

Here’s advice based on our experience chartering
a self-drive boat on the Shropshire Canal from
England to Wales, our first river cruise together.
This advice would work in most canals and locks
in the world, including the canals of France;
although almost all of the French canals have lock
operators.

First, here are the three major components of a
lock:

1. The lock chamber allows water levels to vary
consistent with the upper and lower bodies of
water. It normally has an inset ladder on the “land”
side of the chamber. Some chambers are oval-
shaped, which allows them to bear more land and
water pressure.

2. A set of watertight
gates at each end of
the chamber open
and close, allowing
boat[s] to enter or
leave. There is a
walkway across
each set of gates,
allowing access to
both sides of the
lock chamber when
closed. The gates
point upstream like
an arrow, allowing the flow of water to tightly close
them. Most gates don’t have closure until the
water in the chamber reaches a minimum flow
level. Each door is dovetailed. When both doors
are closed the dovetail creates a snug fit. To open
and close the gates a capstan, or upright post with
a winch on top, is fitted to a sprocket at the foot
that pulls or pushes a rod when you “grind the
winch”. Note: The capstan may have a foot clutch
to prevent slippage and/or lock the doors in place.
Some of the smaller locks have a single swing
gate. When opened, the gate doors swing into a
recess in the chamber wall to allow boat passage.

3. A set of underwater “windows“ opens and
closes to empty or fill the chamber. A windless
operates a rack-and-pinion mechanism in each
door that lowers and raises the windows. In

http://www.eriecanalmuseum.org/
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Photo: Library of Congress

there were locks in place in Europe, and our military engineers already had a
pretty good sense of how things worked in a lock, but this was happening just a
few years after the end of the War of 1812, so the French and British were
reluctant to help this former colony learn how to transport not only commercial,
but military, goods." American engineers started to work on building a lock
system on their own. At Brewerton Lock 24, the machinery they built to raise and
lower the water in 1910 is still at work.

In the aptly named town of Lockport, the early Erie Canal had the famous "flight
of five," five locks that raised or lowered boats a total of 50 feet. Today, the five
have been replaced by two, Locks 34 and 35, which together handle the 50-foot
difference.

Watching the locks is another Erie Canal moment. I can listen to Congress argue
about something on C-SPAN for two days and sincerely believe society is
doomed, but after locking through the Erie Canal and watching how something
man-made is so efficiently well-thought-out and works so beautifully, I can say
mankind has a future.

Bausman's Lock, shown here in 1982, was a critical part of the Schuylkill Canal system until it
closed in 1888.

Gardens And Greetings
When you dock for the night in Lyons, New York (Lock 27 is here), chances are
good you'll be visited by Dave Stoop, a local soybean farmer who makes it a
point to check the flower garden growing a few feet from the water. Included
among the roses and lilies, all donated by local wholesalers, is peppermint. Lyons
was, and still is, a producer of peppermint oil throughout the world, and the canal
was a major way for the Hotchkiss International Prize Medal Essential Oil
Company to move its goods.

"I've met the most interesting people here," Stoop says. "Yesterday, there was a
guy from New Zealand on the same boat Paul Newman had in the 1981 film
'Absence of Malice.' He was exploring the canal, and talking about taking the boat
all the way to Nantucket." Stoop and other "boat greeters" talk about how they
remember boaters stopping in Lyons from year to year. "People on boats are
looking for conversation. That's one of the best parts of exploring. The canal has
long been a sleeping giant. It's had its day as a moneymaker; now it has a quieter
existence." Stoop is right. While the canal still carries some commercial cargo,
the majority of use is by recreational boaters.

My Final Erie Canal Moment
On my flight home, I was reading The New York Times and came across a story
about New York City's efforts to team up with Cornell University and use
Roosevelt Island as a technology center. It quoted Seth Pinsky, head of the city's
Economic Development Corporation, saying, "New York City faces another Erie
Canal moment" if it wants to become a global hub of innovation. A tech center
would give the city "an ace up its sleeve," he said, similar to what New York did
when it had the Erie Canal ready to compete with other East Coast cities in the
19th century. I had to call his office.

"Mr. Pinsky is a history buff," said Patrick Muncie, Vice President, Public Affairs of
the New York City Economic Development Corporation. "He uses that phrase

England there are some locks that fill from the top
of the gate using paddles that are lifted. Keep the
boat clear of the flow. “Locking through”, or
transiting a lock, from a lower to an upper body of
water seems more difficult than going down river
especially when you have to first empty the lock.
Whether going up or down river, locking through
requires two people to operate a lock: a lock
operator and a boat driver. You need to have a
division of labor and a comprehension of the
responsibilities. The lock operator copes with
opening and closing the gates to flush or fill the
chamber. The driver maneuvers the boat in the
lock and manages the deck lines as the chamber
fills or empties.

If you are going
upstream and the
lock gates are
closed because
another boat has
locked through, the
chamber needs to
be emptied before
you can enter. After
you have entered
the chamber the
lock is then refilled
to raise the boat to
the upper level. To assist the transit, on either
side of the locks, there are transient docks or
embankments that allow you to tie off when the
chamber is not ready to enter. If the lock is open,
you can drive in and the operator can climb the
recessed ladder. However, we recommend that
the operator be dropped off at the dock rather
than climb the chamber’s vertical and often wet
ladder.

Most river journeys start by going upriver from a
boat base. The following instructions for transiting
a lock follow the steps necessary to ascend a river
when the down-river gate is closed, the chamber
is full, and the upriver gate is open.

Operator
The driver can assist the operator opening and
closing the gates and windows if the boat is
parked at the transient dock. If possible, turn off
the engine at the dock, lock the boat and join your
partner in opening the locks.

The operator should
mount the chamber
at the upriver end of
the lock and close
the open doors by
grinding the
capstan. If a door
refuses to budge or
is difficult to close,
depress the foot
clutch. If that doesn’t
work, the windows may not be open or debris is
wedged under the window. Clear the window by
opening it.

Next walk back to the closed doors (wave at the
driver if they can’t assist you) and cross over on
the gate bridge. Go to the upriver end and close
door until both doors form an arrow shaped gate.

At this point you must close the upstream
windows by grinding on both windlass handles.
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whenever he wants to show how the canal was a game changer in attracting
business. We're at a comparable moment in history right now."

My friend Tom Blanchard had been right all along. When he talks about the canal,
his passion for it comes from his heart. In fact, he and Paula will have traveled
the canal nine times together as Stasia Louise heads east toward Albany and
then south along the ICW to Florida this year for the winter.

Questioning Peter Welsby's ability to measure clearances became for me an Erie
Canal moment. Watching technology from a century earlier still working so
effortlessly and accurately today was another. A third was seeing and feeling how
a "sleeping giant" continues to make people slow down, unplug earphones, look
up from their iPhones, and say "wow."

Pat Piper is a BoatUS Magazine associate editor, and editor of BoatUS
Trailering Magazine.

 

To Home Page

The windlasses are centered on the top of each
door bridge. When finished, return to the
downstream gates, which are still closed. Open
the windows to let the chamber empty.

When emptied, the
water levels in the
chamber and the
lower river are the
same. Now you can
open the down-river
gate by grinding on
the capstans. Cross
over the upriver
gate, which is
closed, and return to
the down-river door
on the land side.
Once this door is opened, you can drive your boat
into the chamber.

The lock operator needs to stay on top of the lock
wall to catch the dock lines thrown by the driver.
Once the chamber is filled, the operator can open
the upriver gates, then board the boat and assist
in hauling in the deck lines so they don’t get
caught in the prop. If you can’t get on board you
can be picked up at the upstream dock.

Driver
After you enter the chamber, the boat needs to be
centered to prevent it from running into the walls.
The driver stays onboard at the external steering
station to engage the engine and/or haul on the
deck lines. For-hire boats always have a necklace
of fenders for protection, but the bow and stern
are vulnerable. When water rushes in or out of the
chamber the boat can bob about and bump the
gates or another boat (most locks can hold at
least two boats).

Do not turn the engine off. You may need it to
maneuver as the chamber fills. Throw the deck
lines to your operator. Deck lines are set fore and
aft on the land side of the boat, looped around the
mooring bollards that are anchored on top of the
canal wall. The lines are never run around or tied
to the bollards as they need to be eased off before
you leave the chamber. Do not run your lines
through or around the chamber ladder. The driver
manages both lines from the station as well as
operates the engine.

If the upriver transient dock is occupied by a boat
heading down-river, the operator can board using
the chamber ladder versus climbing across the
transient boat. Sometimes the chamber water
level allows the operator to step aboard.

For a boat traveling downstream, the process is
reversed. After about three locks you will become
an expert. As we locked through with other boats,
we became friends operating the locks, and when
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